
An Order for Compline 
 

The Processional Hymn 
Lord, Who throughout these forty days For us didst fast and pray, 
Teach us with Thee to mourn our sins And close by Thee to stay. 

 
As Thou with Satan didst contend, And didst the victory win, 
O give us strength in Thee to fight, In Thee to conquer sin. 

 
As Thou didst hunger bear, and thirst, So teach us, gracious Lord, 

To die to self, and chiefly live By Thy most holy Word. 
 

And through these days of penitence, And through Thy passiontide, 
Yea, evermore in life and death, Jesus, with us abide. 

 
Abide with us, that so, this life Of suffering over past, 

An Easter of unending joy We may attain at last. 
 

All standing up, the Minister shall say: 
THE Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night and a perfect end. 

Amen. 
O God, make speed to save us; 

O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

world without end. Amen. 
 

Praise ye the Lord; 
The Lord's Name be praised. 

 

 
PSALM 91. In te, Domine, speravi. 

WHOSO dwelleth under the defence of the Most High /  
shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. 
2 I will say unto the LORD, ‘Thou art my refuge and my strong-
hold; / my God in whom I will trust.’ 
3 FOR he shall deliver thee from the snare of the hunter, /  
and from the noisome pestilence. 



4 He shall defend thee under his wings, and thou shalt be safe un-
der his feathers; / his faithfulness is a shield and buckler. 
5 Thou shalt not be afraid for any terror by night, /  
nor for the arrow that flieth by day; 
6 For the pestilence that walketh in darkness, /  
nor for the sickness that destroyeth in the noonday. 
7 A thousand shall fall beside thee, and ten thousand at thy right 
hand; / but it shall not come nigh thee. 
8 Yea, with thine eyes shalt thou behold, /  
and see the reward of the ungodly. 
9 BECAUSE thou hast said, ‘The LORD is my refuge’, /  
and hast made the Most High thy habitation, 
10 There shall no evil happen unto thee, /  
neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling. 
11 For he shall give his angels charge over thee, /  
to keep thee in all thy ways. 
12 They shall bear thee in their hands, /  
that thou hurt not thy foot against a stone. 
13 Thou shalt tread upon the lion and adder: /  
the young lion and the dragon shalt thou trample under thy feet. 
14 BECAUSE he hath set his love upon me, therefore will I deliv-
er him; / I will set him up, because he hath known my Name. 
15 He shall call upon me, and I will hear him: / yea, I am with him 
in trouble; I will deliver him, and bring him to honour. 
16 With long life will I satisfy him, / and show him my salvation. 

 
Then shall be read the Lesson(s). 

The Word of the Lord 
 

To which the people shall answer: 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Then may be said or sung the following Respond: 

Into thy hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit; 
Into thy hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 

 
For thou hast redeemed me, O Lord, thou God of truth; 

I commend my spirit. 
 



Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
Into thy hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 

 
Here may follow Te lucis ante terminum. 

BEFORE the ending of the day, Creator of the world, we pray 
That with thy wonted favour thou  

Wouldst be our guard and keeper now. 
 

From all ill dreams defend our eyes, From nightly fears and fanta-
sies; Tread under foot our ghostly foe,  

That no pollution we may know. 
 

O Father, that we ask be done, Through Jesus Christ, thine only 
Son; Who, with the Holy Ghost and thee,  

Doth live and reign eternally. Amen. 
 

Keep us as the apple of an eye; 
Hide us under the shadow of thy wings. 

 
Preserve us, O Lord, while waking, and guard us while sleep-

ing, that awake we may watch with Christ,  
and asleep we may rest in peace. 

 
NUNC DIMITTIS. 

LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace,   
/ according to thy word. 

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,  
/ which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; 

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles,  
/ and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son,  

/ and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

/ world without end. Amen. 
 

Preserve us, O Lord, while waking, and guard us while sleep-
ing, that awake we may watch with Christ,  

and asleep we may rest in peace. 
 



The Apostles' Creed. 
I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven 
and earth: And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary,       
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and bur-
ied: He descended into hell; The third day he rose again from 
the dead; He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence he shall come 
to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; 
The holy Catholic Church; The Communion of Saints; The 
Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the 
Life everlasting. Amen. 

 And after that these Prayers following, all devoutly kneeling: 
 

Let us pray.  
Lord, have mercy upon us.  

Christ, have mercy upon us.  
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
OUR Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as It is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespass-
es, As we forgive them that trespass against us; And lead us 
not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. Amen. 

 
Blessed art thou, Lord God of our fathers; 

To be praised and glorified above all for ever. 
 

Let us bless the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost; 
Let us praise him and magnify him for ever. 

 
Blessed art thou, O Lord, in the firmament of heaven; 

To be praised and glorified above all for ever. 
 

The Almighty and most merciful Lord guard us  
and give us his blessing. Amen. 

 
 
 



Then shall the Confession be said be all.  
WE confess to God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost, that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, 
through our own grievous fault. Wherefore we pray God to 
have mercy upon us.  Almighty God, have mercy upon us, for-
give us all our sins and deliver us from all evil, confirm and 
strengthen us in all goodness, and bring us to life everlasting; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
The Absolution, said by the priest alone: 

MAY the Almighty and merciful Lord grant unto you pardon and 
remission of all your sins, time for amendment of life, and the grace 
and comfort of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
Wilt thou not turn again and quicken us; 
That thy people may rejoice in thee? 

 
O Lord, show thy mercy upon us; 

And grant us thy salvation. 
 

Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this night without sin; 
O Lord, have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us. 

 
O Lord, hear our prayer;  

And let our cry come unto thee. 
 

The Collect for the third Sunday in Lent. 
WE beseech thee, Almighty God, look upon the hearty desires of 
thy humble servants and stretch forth the right hand of thy Majesty 
to be our defence against all our enemies; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 
The Collect for Ash Wednesday. 

ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, who hatest nothing that thou 
hast made, and dost forgive the sins of all them that are penitent: 
Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we worthily 
lamenting our sins, and acknowledging our wretchedness, may   
obtain of thee, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and         
forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  



The Collect for Protection. 
VISIT, we beseech thee, O Lord, this place, and drive from it all the 
snares of the enemy; let thy holy angels dwell herein to preserve us 
in peace; and may thy blessing be upon us evermore; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
LIGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy 
great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for 
the love of thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
The Hymn before the address 

My faith looks up to Thee, 
Thou Lamb of Calvary, Savior divine! 

Now hear me while I pray, take all my guilt away, 
O let me from this day be wholly Thine! 

 
May Thy rich grace impart 

Strength to my fainting heart, my zeal inspire! 
As Thou hast died for me, O may my love to Thee, 

Pure warm, and changeless be, a living fire! 
 

While life’s dark maze I tread, 
And griefs around me spread, be Thou my Guide; 
Bid darkness turn to day, wipe sorrow’s tears away, 

Nor let me ever stray from Thee aside. 
 

When ends life’s transient dream, 
When death’s cold sullen stream over me roll; 

Blest Savior, then in love, fear and distrust remove; 
O bear me safe above, a ransomed soul! 

 
The Address 

 
The Collection Hymn 

Your only Son, no sin to hide  
But You have sent Him from Your side 

To walk upon this guilty sod 
And to become the Lamb of God. 

 



Oh, Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God I love the holy Lamb of God 
Oh, wash me in Your precious blood My Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God 

 
Your gift of love, they crucified 

They laughed and scorned Him as He died 
The humble King, they named a fraud 

And sacrificed the Lamb of God 
 

I was so lost, I should have died 
But You have brought me to Your side 

To be led by Your staff and rod 
And to be called a lamb of God 

 
The following prayers may be added. 

O LORD Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, who at this evening 
hour didst rest in the sepulchre, and didst thereby sanctify the grave 
to be a bed of hope to thy people: Make us so to abound in sorrow 
for our sins, which were the cause of thy passion, that when our 
bodies lie in the dust, our souls may live with thee; who livest and 
reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, one God, world with-
out end. Amen. 
 
LOOK down, O Lord, from thy heavenly throne, illuminate the 
darkness of this night with thy celestial brightness, and from the 
sons of light banish the deeds of darkness; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
BE present, O merciful God, and protect us through the silent 
hours of this night, so that we who are wearied by the changes and 
chances of this fleeting world, may repose upon thy eternal change-
lessness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Other prayers may be said. 

We will lay us down in peace and take our rest; 
For it is thou, Lord, only, that makest us dwell in safety. 

 
The Lord be with you;  
And with thy spirit. 

 



Let us bless the Lord;  
Thanks be to God. 

 
THE Almighty and merciful Lord,  

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost,  
bless and preserve us. Amen. 

 
 

The Vesper Hymn 
The day Thou gavest, Lord, is ended, 

The darkness falls at Thy behest; 
To Thee our morning hymns ascended, 

Thy praise shall sanctify our rest. 
 

We thank Thee that Thy church, unsleeping, 
While earth rolls onward into light, 

Through all the world her watch is keeping, 
And rests not now by day or night. 

 
As o’er each continent and island 
The dawn leads on another day, 

The voice of prayer is never silent, 
Nor dies the strain of praise away. 

 
The sun that bids us rest is waking 

Our brethren ’neath the western sky, 
And hour by hour fresh lips are making 
Thy wondrous doings heard on high. 

 
So be it, Lord; Thy throne shall never, 
Like earth’s proud empires, pass away: 

Thy kingdom stands, and grows forever, 
Till all Thy creatures own Thy sway. 

 


